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Message from Mark
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Hello Everyone, 

The amaz-
ing successes 
of Hearth this 
year just go 
to strengthen 
my belief that, 

working together with all our 
friends and partners, here and 
across the country, we truly 
can end homelessness among 
seniors to fulfill our mission! 
In a recent conversation with 
Evelyn Friedman, the outgoing 
head of Boston’s Department of 
Neighborhood Development and 
friend of Hearth, she pointed out 
that on the City’s official list of 
chronically homeless individu-
als, only 72 remain who are over 
62 years old!  And many of these 
are already Hearth Outreach 
clients.  While this figure doesn’t 
include over 2,000 individuals 50 

Home for Good

Fall 2012

For several years now, Hearth 
has offered ways for donors to give 
online.  Making a donation to Hearth 
online saves you postage and time.

This spring, The Boston Founda-
tion (TBF) invited Hearth to be part 
of the first round of nonprofits on The 
Giving Common, an innovative web-
based resource designed to provide 
comprehensive and current informa-
tion about nonprofit organizations 
across Massachusetts, and to make in-
formed, online charitable giving easy, 
quick and meaningful.

A New Reason to Donate Online:  
The Boston Common Giving Challenge

e n d i n g  e l d e r  h o m e l e s s n e s s

To promote the new site, TBF 
is offering 
$150,000 in 
challenge 
grants to 
participating 
nonprofits.  
On October 
10 from 
8:00 am to 
10:00 am the first ten nonprofits 
who receive gifts from 50 unique 
donors will be awarded $1,000.  

Help Hearth win the  
Early Bird Challenge!

October 10 | 8:00 am to 10:00 am

Go to www. hearth-home.org/challenge 
to donate online.

Hearth At Olmsted Green Opens
Over 150 guests attended the 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for Hearth 
at Olmsted Green on the morning of 
Friday, June 8.  Guests included local 
officials Mayor Thomas Menino; 
Department of Neighborhood Devel-
opment Director Evelyn Friedman; 
the City of Boston’s Elderly Commis-
sioner Emily Shea; City Councilor 
Charles Yancey; State Senator Sonia 

Chang-Diaz; and State Representa-
tive Russell Holmes.  In addition, 
several project funders also attended, 
including Paul Grogan of the Boston 
Foundation, a long-time supporter 
of Hearth, and representatives of 
the Federal Home Loan Bank and 
Eastern Bank.   They were joined by 
residents, senior-housing advocates, 

OCTOBEROCTOBER

Grand prizes of $10,000, $12,000, 
and $25,000 will be awarded to the 
top three organizations with the most 
unique donors October 10th – 11th.

We are encouraging our donors to 
make all or part of their year-end gifts 
early – and to make those gifts during 
the Early Bird Challenge on 10/10. 
Leverage your gift and help us win up 
to $25,000!
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Hearth at Olmsted Green 
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that “I really under-
stand the meaning of 
home now.” 

The Geoffrey 
Hicks Quartet ser-
enaded guests as they 
toured the building 
and grounds, and 
lunch was provided 
by Iggy’s Bread and 
Haley House Cater-
ing.  

“I really understand 
the meaning of  

home now.”

board members, Hearth staff and 
volunteers, and members of the com-
munity. 

Hearth CEO Mark Hinderlie 
welcomed guests to a “magnificent 
building,” which he characterized as 
a “labor of love.”  Noting that elder 
homelessness is a growing issue na-
tionwide, he recognized a number of 
individuals and institutions who have 
sought to stem the problem locally 
by contributing to the building of Ol-
msted Green.  Among them were the 
late Marshall Schell of the Charles 
Farnsworth Trust, an early supporter 

of the development, and the local 
Community Advisory Council. Of the 
Hearth staff, Hinderlie singled out 
COO May Shields for her positive at-
titude throughout the past seven years 
of the project.  Said Hinderlie , “Her 
motto is: We will make it happen.’”

In introducing Mayor Menino, 
Hinderlie praised the mayor for 
“hav[ing] supported Hearth from 
the beginning.”  Menino noted that 
Hearth at Olmsted Green “adds 
much-needed housing for seniors,” 
and thanked Hearth “for their com-
mitment to the community and our 
seniors … [Hearth] created a vibrant 
new community where low-income 
seniors can find a stable, caring com-
munity.”  

Richard Myree, one of Olmsted 
Green’s first residents, also spoke to 
guests, remarking that he had “never 
known what home meant until today 
[when] I stuck my key in the door. 
Thank you, guys.”  When interviewed 
by WBZ radio later that day, Myree 
said that he had found his new apart-
ment “breathtaking … I was so happy 
to know that I was going to be the 
first occupant of this unit,” adding 

Kevin mcCall, Vice Chair of Hearth’s Board of directors, with 
Peter roche, development Consultant for Hearth at olmsted 
Green, and Bob Wadsworth, President of Hearth’s Board.  
Peter will be honored at this year’s Annual meeting for his 
dedication to Hearth’s olmsted Green project.

mark Hinderlie; evelyn friedman, outgoing director of the dept. of Neighborhood 
Development; Damarius Stukes from the Executive Office of Elder Affairs; and Steve 
Carvalho, Acting Undersecretary of the massachusetts dept. of Housing and Commu-
nity development.

mayor menino had the honor of cutting the ribbon at the ceremony.
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When I came to this country from 
Haiti in 2009, I expected to work as an 
electrician, which I did there for thirty-
five years. My wife died in 2000, and 
my daughter got me here on a green 
card, but there were no jobs for electri-
cians when I arrived. I was too old, and 
no one connected me with people who 
could get me a job.

Then my daughter didn’t want me 
around anymore. She has a daughter, 
and they had their own problems – 
and I had mine – so I ended up on the 
street and eventually at Pine Street Inn 
in 2010. My daughter moved away. 
I don’t know where. At first, I didn’t 
trust or open up to anyone. I was fi-
nally diagnosed with major depression 
and put on medication. If it weren’t for 
Johanna, my counselor at Pine Street, I 
don’t know where I would be now. She 
has been my family.

While at Pine Street, I attended 
ESL classes twice a week. I go to a 
Seventh Day Adventist church every 
week. Johanna encouraged my going 
back to church, where I have lots of 
friends. The preacher also has been 
helpful.

I have tears of happiness. I never 
dreamed that I could have my own 
apartment with my own set of keys. I 
don’t drink or smoke, and having my 
own place without the crowds at the 
shelter is wonderful. I can have my 
two adult children in Haiti visit me 
when they’re on vacation.

I still want to find a job as an 
electrician. I’m also able to fix refrig-
erators and freezers. I am a respectful 
person, don’t steal or break the law 
and do what I’m supposed to. Maybe 
I was born that way. I also look 
forward to finding another woman to 
be with for the rest of my life. If I am 
healthy and with God’s help, I can 
achieve a lot.

Join Hearth Online 
and Meet our 

Residents

This fall, as a way to celebrate 
the opening of Hearth at Olmsted 
Green, we will be introducing you 
to some of the new residents in 
an extended version of our “I am 
Hearth” series.  Many of these 
stories will be available exclu-
sively to those who have joined 
our email list.

If you’re not already on 
Hearth’s email list, please sign up 
today (You can join the list using 
the form on our homepage.)  In 
addition to the “Meet the Resi-
dent” emails, you will also receive 
invitations to Hearth events and 
notification about volunteer op-
portunities. 

www.hearth-home.org

We will not sell or share your email 
address with anyone else and you can 

opt-out at anytime.

I am Hearth: Saveur

Message from Mark 
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and older who face homelessness 
across Massachusetts, it does tell 
us that we can make a critical dif-
ference for vulnerable older adults!  
This speaks to the hard work and 
success of Hearth staff, as well as 
our many community partners, the 
City, and the Commonwealth – not 
to mention our volunteers, donors, 
corporate and foundation support-
ers, and our Board of Directors and 
Board of Visitors. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter 
you’ll find stories about the excit-
ing opening of Hearth at olmsted 
Green and the online donor chal-
lenge coming up on October 10th.  

But I do want to take a moment to tell 
you about the continuing efforts of 
our National Leadership Initiative.

With our partner organizations, 
The Corporation for Supportive 
Housing in New York and The Shelter 
Partnership in Los Angeles, we are 
following up on last year’s successful 
convenings with further outreach to 
new communities, and we’re plan-
ning a larger convening in Los An-
geles for next spring.  We have fully 
engaged with Federal officials at the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, the Federal Interagen-
cy Council to End Homelessness, and 
the Department of Health and Human 
Services, as well as advocates and 
providers across the country.  As part 
of this, we have consulted to multiple 

organizations in such disparate 
communities as Los Angeles, At-
lanta, Cleveland and Philadelphia.  
We continue to host tours of Hearth 
for people from across the country 
and, in fact, around the world.  On 
the local level, we’ve provided 
leadership through the Massachu-
setts Housing and Shelter Alli-
ance’s Task Force on Elder Home-
lessness which recently conducted 
a survey of homeless adults over 
50 in Massachusetts to learn more 
about the population we serve. 

So it is with the deepest grati-
tude to all of those in the Hearth 
community who have supported us 
along the way that we say, “Thank 
you!  Because of your help, we’re 
on our way!”
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1640	Washington	Street
Boston,	MA	02118

Mission Statement
Hearth is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the elimination of home-
lessness among the elderly. This 
mission is accomplished through a 
unique blend of prevention, place-
ment and housing programs, all  
designed to help elders find and suc-
ceed in homes of their own. To this 
end, all housing operated by Hearth 
provides a creative array of sup-
portive services that assist residents 
to age with dignity, regardless of 
their special medical, mental health, 
or social needs.  Hearth believes 
these goals are best accomplished 
through respect for staff and elders, 
with the desire to see both achieve 
their highest degree of potential.

Non-Profit	Org.
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Board of Visitors

Save the Date!

Hearth 2012 
Annual Meeting

Wednesday, 
November 14 @ 5:30 pm


